How to save money on your Aerial Topdressing
1. Group Jobs together (eg. Neighbours in the same area) this reduces ferry or positioning charges for all neighbours: - 
 the more jobs in the one area, the less time is spent positioning aircraft & loader. This reduces the ferry component cost that may be levied to position equipment. Grouping jobs together for neighbours off the same airstrip or in the same area will save all neighbours money by reducing the ferry or positioning costs of the aircraft. If the aircraft must ferry out for small tonnages an additional ferry charge may be applied whereas if several neighbours do the work at the same time this positioning cost is reduced for all neighbours. 
2. Keep treatment areas as large and rectangular as possible: - 

  Smaller awkward shapes create extra flying time because of short spreading runs and more turns to complete the job. A rectangular block is easier & quicker to do than say a triangular block, hence a greater price may apply for irregular shaped blocks.

      3.   Use an airstrip that is located as close as       possible to treatment area: - 
Utilizing an airstrip as close as possible to the treatment area will save flight time. This is no different to a bricklayer who requires all bricks to be as close to the job as possible. If he must walk down to the next block to get the bricks his charges will be higher than having the bricks available on site next to him.

Eg:- If a fertilizer job is 4 klms away and the aircraft has to do 100 loads to complete the job than 4 klms to the job and then 4 klms back equals 8 klms per load x 100 loads equals 800klms of extra flying than the equivalent size job with the airstrip in the middle of the treatment area.

         4.Maintain and use good airstrips.
        Length & condition of airstrip – the longer the airstrip and the better the surface, the more payload the aircraft may be able to carry. If the airstrip is wet or the grass long then the drag on the undercarriage of the aircraft is greater, causing a decrease in payload, extra charges may be applied. Also, if the airstrip has a rough surface that causes the pilot to carry lighter loads to prevent damage to the aircraft then additional charges may apply. If the airstrip is short and consequently lighter loads are carried to enable a safe operation, then additional charges above base price may apply. 

          5.Reduce exclusion zones to a minimum. 
If the treatment area contains exclusion zones (eg wooded areas, rough country) and these exceed 10% of the total area; extra charges may apply due to the unproductive flying to cut out these areas.
Superair is happy to assist any client with budgeting and cost for a particular job in an attempt to find the most cost-effective way to apply their fertilizer. We are happy to become involved to try to coordinate neighbours in the same area to schedule their fertilizer application at the same time. 

In as far as pricing is concerned, we require accurate maps showing areas to be fertilized, any exclusion zones, application rates, total tonnages, and distance from airstrip to treatment areas.

We are happy to inspect airstrips before the aircraft arrives at no cost to our clients to make sure it is the most suitable possible airstrip to avoid additional charges and to make sure airstrip is safe for the aircraft operation.

“Our main aim is to make sure that our clients are getting value for money and that Aerial Topdressing is still an important part of their farm management toolkit and available to as many people as possible”.

If you have any questions, please contact David Boundy at any stage on mobile 0409 325 238.

